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A STUDY OF FACTORS OF STABILITY AND INSTABILITY IN THE NORTHERN
CAUCASUS: FEATURES OF AMETHODOLOGICAL APPROACH

Identification and detailed analysis of conflicts as an efficient method of a comprehensive understanding
of topical social processes is a new direction of society studies, in particular of problems and issues
concerning (in)stability and development.

Development and conflicts have accompanied each other throughout the history. However not every
development is have to be accompanied by conflict. Therefore it is fairly important to identify what kind
of development we deal with and what sort of conflict accompanied it. Some conflicts might lead to
destructive consequences, while certain of them could promote development by foregrounding urgent
intra-societal contradictions that need to be solved. Moreover the existence of deeply rooted and
efficient institutions of conflict processing constitutes a powerful resource for stable development.

A new approach to conflict and peace studies should be also distinguished from traditional, oriented on
normative practices and simple recipes (structural violence, cultural violence etc.). In the focus of new
approaches lies design of such models as the civilizational hexagon which is made up of: monopoly of
violence, interdependency and control of emotions, social justice, culture of conflict, democratic
participation, constitutional state system. According to Dieter Senghaas peace is process of civilizing
aimed on peaceful coexistence of states on the basis of constructive resolution of conflicts. It is
supposed that the permanent process of compensatory interactions of the six factors generate optimal
conditions for peace and development.

However the model is designed on the European history data, therefore there is a reasonable doubt in
relevance of applying the model to non-European countries. Numerous examples from all over the
world which can disprove the basics of the conception are left beyond of the model. An absence of
state, differences in interpretations of social justice, rooted mechanisms of acceptable violence — fairly
common phenomena that prevent from the direct application of the model. As well as the definition of
civil society as an essential element of democratic state. Despite the non-democratic basics of some
states, certain informal but deeply rooted ways of civic participation fairly often and significantly
contribute to ensuring of stability.

Stability in the context of issues under consideration is one of the most complicated and ambiguously
interpreted terms. Despite that it is pretty often used, not only in a special literature but in speeches of
politicians, economists etc. Due to the relativity of the term various definitions have different basics.

Not less complicated problems concerns empirical study and assessment of (in)stability. The main
guestions are generally related to defining of the relevant and representative indicators.

The most common approach to assessing of stability is based on integration of a number measurable
indicator reflecting main features of local society to corresponding clusters of parameters. Based on
theoretical thought on dynamic stability and adaptation of society, the following clusters of indicators
that contribute to (in)stability are determined as a working definition of stability:

A) Physical Security: stability is defined by low levels of socially unacceptable violence (some forms of
violence may be socially accepted and are therefore not detrimental to stability). Basic physical security
is therefore a defining component of social stability.



B) Institutionalised forms of legitimate governance: Stability is defined by functioning governance
institutions. The more complex society and its segments get, the more important the reliable and
legitimate regulation of collective tasks, issues and conflicts becomes. This includes:

e Reliable and predictable problem-solving and conflict-solving capacity

e Sustainability of (state as well as societal) governance and conflict-solving institutions

e Legitimacy of political / social order

Institutionalised forms of legitimate governance hence are a defining component of social stability.

C) Economic reproduction: Stability of social segments or society at large is also defined by the ability of
those segments to materially sustain themselves: Economic reproduction is therefore the third defining
aspect of civil stability.

D) Adaptive change: The three components outlined above — physical security, governance and
economic reproduction — all require a vital fourth component of stability: the ability to adapt to
changing environments via innovation and development. Hence, adaptive change is an intrinsic aspect
of social stability.

This approach has been used in previous research projects and showed its relevance and potential in
revealing of the (in)stability basics based on empirically verified local indicators (Bohnke, Jan
Rasmus/Koehler, Jan/Zurcher, Christoph, 2013). Driven by results we focus on the next related clusters
of indicators when studying (in)stability sources in the North Caucasus societies:
local capacity, security, local governance, state relation, development.

Local Capacity as socio-economic and resource potential of a local territorial system includes about 20
indicators, such as population, the amount of economically active population, the amount of farmlands,
livestock, agricultural machinery, gas supply etc. This is a large cluster of indicators mostly based on
statistics.

Security covers such areas of social life as physical security and sustainable maintaining of the monopoly
on violence by conventional institutions and organisations, social tensions in broad sense, vulnerability
to natural and economic disasters etc. The direct indicators reflecting physical security are the amount
of crimes, fear of terrorist actions, uncertainty in official enforcement agencies, existence of informal
alternative security institutions etc.

Local Governance is describing the capacity of local community in self-management and self-
organisation by such indicators as efficiency of local votes, ability of local governance to solve topical
problems, role of informal actors, level of corruption etc.

State Relation is made up of indicators describing the efficiency and presence of the State at local level:
availability of primary education, healthcare, libraries, number of people employed in public sector,
social welfare etc. In this regards is important to analyze two main aspects of state governance: 1)
representation of state authorities at the municipal level and 2) a combination of formal and informal
practices of decision-making.

Development includes indicators reflecting ability of local community to adopt innovations in terms of
investments, economic development projects, infrastructure development, environmental programs
etc. This cluster is supposed to reveal the effect of innovation processes to (in)stability in the region and
how a local community reacts on those influences, in particular, at what extent informal institutions are
able to resolve potential conflicts.

The crucial task of the analysis of the five mentioned clusters is synthesis of data. It is also important to
keep in mind that the ability of a local community to preserve stability and potential for development is
closely connected to the local social structure and civic engagement which have specific local patterns.
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The report presented the features of a new methodological approach to the investigatioh of stable devel-
opment in the Northern Caucasus.
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B HacTrosimem cooGLeHNN TIpEACTABNEHB! O0LIHe METONONOTHECKHEe OCHOBBI MCC/Ie/I0BAHMI, OCYIIECTB-
nseMoro B pamkax cosmectHoro npoekta KBI'Y u EC «BHyTpucoUMaibHbie 1 BHEIUHUE HCTOMHUKY CTaOWIb-
HocTu/HecTabuNBHOCTH Ha KaBkase i Bo3aMo)xHOCTH pearnposanus Esponefickoro Coroza (ISSICEU)» [1].

CrabMIBHOCTb PEruoHa — OTHO U3 CJIOXKHBIX H HEOJHO3HAYHO HHTEPNIPETUPYEMBIX HOHATHH. Pasznuuus B
TMOHMMaHHUH CTaGHMIIBHOCTH MeXy TIPEACTABUTENAMH TeX WIM WHBIX HAyYHbIX AMCLMILUIMH, WIKONX M HANpaBie-
HHJ MELAOT BBIPaGOTKE eMHBIX OAXOAO0B. Pa3miuns 3TH KacaroTcs TOTo, KaK OHM OTBEHAIOT Ha ClieNyIolye
BOTIPOCHL; KAKME WCIONB3YIOTCS TOKa3aTe/ M CTabWIBHOCTH, HMEETCs JIM CTPOro 00OCHOBaHHLIN HaGop TakHX
rioKazaTeniel, cTaGMIBHOE H HECTAOMIIbHOE COCTOSHUS YETKO PA3IMUYArOTC WM XKe CTAGHAbHOCTS 0npenensieT-
CS 3KCTEPTHEIM, B OTIPEIENeHHON CTeNeHHu cyOhEeKTUBHBIM MHEHHEM JOBOJIBHO Y3KOTO Kpyra CTIeLManiCTOB 1
ynpapnesues?

- Ecnu cTabuimeHOCTH ORpeaensercs ¢ yuyeToM YCTAHOBJIEHHOTO KPYra NOKA3aTeNieH, TO OCHOBAHMA PaTHHMi
nexar B X HaGope U UCIONB30BAHHH OPAMBIX WIH KOCBEHHBIX NOKa3aTeslell, 4To TpeByeT JAOMONHUTENBHBIX 0Ka-
3atenseTs. OCHOBOM Bepu(MKALK NOKA3ATENSH CITYXAT SMIMPHYECKHI TIOAXO0M H TIOJIEBBIE UCCIENOBAHUA.

- YCTaHOBNEHHAA CBS3b TEX WM MMBIX HOKasaTesieil co CTaGUIIBHOCTRIO JOKHA B KAXAOM KOHKPETHOM
C/ly4ae COTJIACOBBIBATECH C TEM MIIH MHBIM YPOBHEM M THIIOM COLMANLHOMN CHCTEMBI MJIM COLANBHOTO Ipoilec-
ca, HanpUMep, B 3aBUCHMOCTH OT TOTO, XapPaKTEPH3YIOT JIH 3TH ITOKA3aTeNIM PETMOHANBHYIO OOUIHOCTD B LIEJIOM
HJIH K€ OTHOCHTCS JIUIIB K JOKATbHBIM CErMEHTaM COLMANBHBIX CHCTEM, PYHKIHOHMPOBAHHE KOTOPBIX Orpa-
HHYECHO BO BPEMEHHU U NPOCTPAHCTBE.

HauGonee pacnpocTpaHCHHBIM MOAXOAOM, OLEHHBAIOIMM CTAOHIBHOCTD COLMANBHON CHCTEMbl, B TOH
KNH MHOi MEpe TEPPUTOPHATLHO HASHTUHIHPYEMOH, ABJseTCA OTOOp MOKa3aTeNe, XapaKTepH3yIOLLKX pas-
MMYHBIe Chepbl XKM3HM JIoJel B 3aIAHHBIX PECYPCHBIX, COLMANIBHO-OKOHOMMYECKHX, KYJIbTYPHBIX H HHCTUTY-
LIHORATBHO-TIPABOBBIX ycnosusax. Haubosnee cIoXKHBM ABISAETCS NMOCISAYIOIMIA CHHTE3 PasHOPOAHLIX MOKA3a-
Teniel, KAUECTBEHHO TIOXO COOTHOCUMBIX JpyT ¢ ApyroM. OfHAKO HMEHHO Ha JTafie CHHTE32 BO3HHKAET MeX-
JECIMIUIHHApHBIA 0OMeH uHopMaLued, mo3BoNsonHii chopMynupoBaTh BaXKHbIE KIIOYEBBIE BHIBOALI O CTa-
OUIBHOCTH KOHKPETHOrO pernoHa. BeimesieHue 610KOB nokaszateneil 06yCHOBREHO B 3HAYMTENbHOH Mepe oM-
IIUPUYECKUMHU TpeGoranuAMH. Ha 0CHOBe pe3yNbTaToB MpeabIIylIHX 3MIHPHYECKNX HCCNENOBAaHHI Ha YPOBHE
CeNbCKUX COOOLIECTB BhLAENeHBl Cnelylouue BaxHelme 610Ky rnokasateneil: BHYTPEHHHM NOTEHIKEAN c006-
wects (local capacity), GezonacHocTb (security), MecTHoe ynpasnenue (local governance), B3aHMOOTHOLIEHHE C
rocyaapcTeoM (state relation), paseurue (development) [2-6].
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Cmabunbnocms u necmabunsrocms na Cegeprom Kasxase ...

Bnok Local Capacity (BHyTpeHHUH MOTEeHIMaN COOGIIECTB) ~ COLMANBHO-OKOHOMWIECKHH H pécypcno-
SKOJIOTHYECKHH MOTEHLHAN JIOKATBHOMH TEPPHTOPHATEHON CHCTEMbI, OXBATHIBAIOWINI okoa0 20 mapameTpos:
UHC/IEHHOCTb HACENEHNS, YMCIIEHHOCTh SKOHOMUMYECKM AKTHBHOTO HACESICHMS, KOJIMYECTBO obpabaTriBaemoit
3€MJIM, CKOTa, TEXHUKH, rasuuxalims cena v T.4. 910 60abuioi 610k noxasateneii, KOTOphIif OCHOBBIBAETCH Ha
MCMOIB30BAHUU CTATUCTHUKY. BaykHO NIOMBUTH, YTO «EMKOCTHY JIOKAIbHOH COLHANBHON CHCTEMBI HE OrPaHHYH-
BACTCS MOKA3aTENAMK COLMANBHO-3KOHOMMUECKOro Gnarononyuus. HekoTopeie naHHble 0 «EMKOCTH» MOXHO
NOYEPIHYTh U3 CTATUCTHKH, HO Gosiee HHPOPMATUBHEIMHU CIIYXAT l'lpOBe)]eHHl:le B TONEBHIX YCIOBUAX HHTEp-
BBLIO U OLIPOCHI.

Brok Security (6€30MaCHOCTB) OXBATHIBAET TAKHE CTOPOHBI COLMAIBHON JKH3HH, KaK: tbuznqecxaﬂ Beso-
MIaCHOCTH Ye/oBeKa, OTPKAIOILAS PealbHy0 6€30MacHOCTh KakK/0r0, IPOKMBAIOLIETO B PETHOHE, €r0 YBEPEH-
BOCTb B COXPAHEHHMH 3T0# GE30MaCHOCTH, a Takxe YCTOMYMBOE COXpaHEeHHe MOHOMONMMY Ge30MacHOCTH 3a 00~
LIENPUHSTHIMH OpraHU3alMAMY U HHCTUTYTaMH, COLMajibHAd HaNpsKEHHOCTh B LIMPOKOM CMBICHE, f10J(BEp-:
KEHHOCTh CTHXUIMHO-pa3pyLIMTEBHBIM NPOLIECCaM, YYBCTBHTENBHOCTh K KOJNEOaHUSM LIEH U APYTUM PBIHOY-
HEIM fipoueccam ¥ Ap. K npsAMbIM [oKasaTensaM, OTpaKalomuM (usnieckyio 6e30MacHOCThb, OTHOCATCA: HHCIIO
COBEPLICHHbIX MPECTYIUICHHH, CTpax Yy HaceneHus nepen 60eBHKaMH, HEYBEPEHHOCTh B 3aiiiTe OMHULMAIbHbI-
MYl OPraHU3aLMsAMH, CO3AaHNE MECTHBIX He(OpMaabHbIX OpPraHH3allii, KOTOpBIE MPEeACTAaBMAIOT anbTePHATHB-
Hble GOpPMBI 3amHUTEl (OT JIEraIbHBIX, TAKUX KaK OXPaHHbIe OIOpO, TEIOXPAHHUTENH M IP., 4O HEJEeTalbHbIX
«Kpbl»). K KOCBEHHBIM MOKA3aTENsIM MOXKHO OTHECTH IMHIPALIMEO MCHBUIMHCTB, KOJIUYECTBO paboratonmmx
HOUYHBIX YUYPEHKIEHUH K T. 1.

bnok Local Governance (MecTHOE caMOYMNpPAaBIE€HHE) XapaKTepU3yeT BO3MOMHOCTH..MECTHOIO CaMo-
YIIpaBACHUS M CAMOOPraHU3aLHM U OTpakaeT UX 3¢ eKTHBHOCTh, KOTOpas, KaK MPaBHIO, OUCHIBACTCS TAKMMHU
oKa3aTeNaMH, Kak 3pQEeKTHBHOCTh MECTHBIX BBIOOPHbBIX OPraHOB, CMOCOGHOCTH MECTHOTO CaMOYNpAB/IEHH
pelaTh Hacylgble NpobNeMsl cena, ponb HehopManbHbIX (HAUMOHAIBHBIX; PENIHO3HBIX U APYTUX) JIHIEPOB,
YPOBEHb KOPPYFILIUM, AKTUBHOCTh M OTKPBITOCTE BBIOOPHBIX KOMIaHHUi, cBoOona nH(OpMaLHK B p. boabHH-
CTBO J@HHBIX MOXKHO MOJIyYHUTh TOMBKO Y€Pe3 HHTEPBBIO H OIPOCHL.

bnok State Relation (Bsammoomomeﬂne c rocynachBOM) BKJIIOYAET TIOKA3aTeNH, XapaKTepHU3YIOIue
3¢ EeKTHRHOCTD IOCYNapCTBA HA MECTAX: HANKYME 1IIKOJI, MEIYHKTOB, OHOJIMOTEK, KOTMYECTBO 3aHATHIX B FO-
CyAapCTBEHHOM CEKTOpE, BESWYMHA TOCYHapCTBEHHOW MOMOUM MHOTONETHBIM, MNEHCHOHepaM U Ap. Baxwo
M3YYCHHUE JBYX aCNEeKTOB roCYAapCTBEHHBIX B3aWMOOTHOIUCHUI B chepe ynparieHus: 1) mpeiacTaBIeHHOCTh
rocylapCTBEHHBIX OpraHoB ()eepaIbHOro 3HAYEHHUS HA PETHOHANIBHOM, PaifOHHOM U MYHHIMIATILHOM YPOBHE;
2) COBOKYNHOCTh OpMANBHBIX ¥ He(OPMANBHBIX MPAKTHK TIPUHSTHS peHIeHUHA 10 BEPTHKANIH: pETHOHANIBHBIN —
pafOHHBIH/MYHHIMIAIBHBIN YPOBHH. :

Brnox Development (pa3BuTHe) BIIHOYAET [OKA3aTeH, XapakTepH3youwue crocobHOCTL K afanTalMH U
MOJIepHU3ALIHH, OCYLIECTBIIEHHe UHBECTHLMI M MPOEKTOB Ha MECTHOM YPOBHE, YNy4lleHHe HWHpacTpyKTyphl
{mopor, cpeacTs CBA3M H ApP.), [IOMOILL B Pa3BUTHH MECTHOH HKOHOMHKU, YIIyYIIEHUE SKOJIOTHYECKUX YCIIOBUH
¥ ap. B Hactosmiee BpeMs He TONBKO TOCYAAPCTBO, HO M APYTME aKTEpPhl MOTYT y4acTBOBATh B PA3BUTHH JIO-
KaJIBHOH TEPPUTOPHATLHON cHcTeMbl, Jlaxe MpH BHENIHE GIArONONy4HBIX MOKa3aTensiX 6e30MaCHOCTH, ympas-
JIeHUs! U Pa3BUTHA TO MIIK MHOE OOLLECTBO, TOT MK HHOM PErHOH MOXET HMETh OTHOCHTEBHO HEBBLICOKHH Ypo-
BEHb CTA0WIBHOCTH B PE3yJIbTATE KOHCEPBATUBHOCTH €€ HHCTHTYLIMOHANIBHAIX CTPYKTYD, caboi afanTHBHOCTH
M HEBOCIIPUMMYHBOCTH K HHHOBALIUAM.

AHanu3 Bcex NaTH GIIOKOB HEOOXOAMM Uil MOHHUMAHMA CMOCOGHOCTH MECTHOro coofiHecTBa LGJICHA-
NpaBJICHHO W3MEHATHCS. Ba)KHO MOHATH, €CTh JI 3TH U3MEHEHHs WIH ke 3a (acagoM pedOopM CKPHITHI AOBBI-
LieHHaa COLMaNibHasg HaMpSOKEHHOCTh, paBHOAYIUHE rOCyAapeTBa, ¢1abOCTh MECTHOrO CaMOYNPpPaB/ICHUs M AD.
Baxxnelinueit npo6nemoif aHanu3a noxasarened no BCeM NATH 0JokaM ABIETCS MX cCWHTe3. CHOCOBHOCTD Jio-
KaJIbHOro cooDINecTBa COXPaHATh CTAOWIBHOCTD M MOTEHLUHAN Pa3BUTHA TECHO CBA3aHKI ¢ COLMANbHON CTPYK-
Typoit 0G11ecTBa, aKTUBHOCTLIO M 3(EKTUBHOCTBIO rpaxiaHckoro obmecrsa. flpu aTom rpaxaaHckoe obe-
CTBO Ha JIOK&JIbHOM YPOBHE MPU3BAHO NOOYXIATh PErHOHAJIBHBIE OPTaHbl YIIPARIICHUA U FPaXKIaH Ha NMOANEPHK-
Ky H 00ecCrnieyeH1e X A0CTOHHOTO YPOBHS XKU3HU.
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