
 

 

The Ankara Policy Center  

& the Swiss Center for Governance and Culture in Europe  are pleased to on behalf of the EU 

sponsored project 

Intra- and Inter-Societal Sources of Instability in the Caucasus 

 and EU Opportunities to Respond (ISSICEU) 

invite you to a panel meeting on  

‘Turkey and the Caucasus: Inter-Societal Relations, Civil Society 

Development and Security’   

April, 17 at 18.00-19.30 

 

Speakers  

Prof. Mitat Çelikpala, Kadir Has University 

Fehim Taştekin, Newspaper Radikal 

Tigran Matosyan, Ketevan Rcheulishvili, Russian State University for Humanities  

Dr. Farda Asadov, Khazar University (tbc.) 

 

Moderators 

Dr. Burcu Gültekin Punsmann, Ankara Policy Center 

Prof. Dirk Lehmkuhl, St Gallen University, ISSICEU Project Coordinator 

 

Venue  

Baltalimani Polis Evi 
Sakıp Sabancı Cd. No: 96 

Baltalimanı Sarıyer - İstanbul 

http://www.gce.unisg.ch/de


 
Mitat Çelikpala is Professor of International Relations and the Dean of the Graduate School 
of Social Sciences at the Kadir Has University in Istanbul. He previously worked at  Associate 
Professor at TOBB Economy and Technology University in Ankara. He has done extensive 
work regarding the Caucasus, Caucasian Diaspora, people and security in the Caucasus and 
the Black Sea regions, and Turkish-Russian relations. Before joining the academia, he served 
at the Turkish National Security Council. 
 
Fehim Taştekin is a columnist at the Radikal daily newspaper and is contributing on a weekly 
basis to Al Monitor. He acted as news editor at the international news service of Radikal and 
worked previously as a journalist in Yeni Şafak and Hürriyet newspapers. He established in 
2000 the Ajans Kafkas news agency. He studied Political Sciences at the Istanbul University 
and has a degree from the Evendine College in London. 
 
Farda Asadov is the Head of Arab Studies in the Institute of Oriental Studies in Baku, 
Azerbaijan and also Vice Rector for International Affairs of Khazar University in Baku. Dr 
Asadov worked as Executive Director of Open Society Institute – Assistance Foundation 
(Azerbaijan) in 2001-2011. Farda Asadov is the Khazar University research team leader in the 
ISSCEU project. 

Tigran Matosyan received his Kandidatskaya degree in History in 2004 from National 
Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia, and Master’s degree in Social Sciences in 
2007 from Tbilisi State University. Tigran’s primary research interests include value 
transformations in post-Soviet Armenia and South Caucasus. Tigran is part of the ISSICEU 
research team of the Russian State University for Humanities. 

Ketevan Rcheulishvili is currently a PhD student in Sociology at University of Kassel. Ketevan 
was born on May 14, 1986 in Tbilisi. She obtained her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at Ilia 
State University Tbilisi, with specialization in Sociology and Social Theory. Ketevan is part of 
the ISSICEU research team of the Russian State University for Humanities. 
 
 
 

The ISSICEU Project  
Intra- and Inter-Societal Sources of Instability in the Caucasus and EU Opportunities to 
Respond  
www.issiceu.eu   

ISSICEU aims at exploring various security-related issues in the Caucasus region and adjacent 
countries. The interdisciplinary research project stems from a successful bid for a call of the 
European Commission on “Security and democracy in the neighbourhood: The case of the 
Caucasus”. The ISSICEU consortium is led by the Center for Governance and Culture in 
Europe at the University of St. Gallen and includes Ankara Policy Center (Turkey), SWP – 
German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Germany), Khazar University 
(Azerbaijan), the Kabardino-Balkarian State University (Russian Federation), University of 
Fribourg (Switzerland), GeoWell Research (Georgia) and the Russian State University for the 
Humanities (Russian Federation).  

http://www.issiceu.eu/
http://www.issiceu.eu/consortium/swp.html
http://www.issiceu.eu/consortium/swp.html
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