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10 years of the ENP – The way forward with the EaP1

Key Recommendations. The EU should:

Broaden its communication strategy 

Strengthen the principles of differentiation and competition

Assist Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine in implementing the AAs/DCFTAs
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Better Communication

The EU has to develop 

its own information campaign through traditional and online media to improve its artificially distorted 

image in the EaP countries and communicate what it does in terms of financial support. 

 
Differentiation and Competition

The differentiated approach should not only take into account the different macro-level context condi-

tions shaping the EaP countries (e.g. their general geopolitical orientation), but also the variety of do-

mestic interests within these countries. 



 

 The EU should consider 

the introduction of a unified scoreboard system assessing and comparing the performance of the EaP 

countries in the main policy areas.

The application of the ‘regatta principle’ will not only empower reform-minded domestic actors, but it 

will also help to identify best-practices that can serve as an example for other EaP countries. Thus, EaP 

countries can learn not only from the EU, but also from each other.
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Assisting Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova with implementing the Association Agreements

The EU should acknowledge the European aspirations of Ukraine, Moldova, and Georgia. 

There is no need to constantly remind them that membership is not in the cards for them in the years to 

come. 



                      

The EU should encourage and allow the three associated countries 

to set their own priorities in timing and sequencing the implementation of EU rules under the AA and 

DCFTA to make sure their economies survive the enforcement of EU rules.

The EU is, however, well advised to ensure that domestic actors from the 

EaP countries can play and live by the EU rules if it does not want to become a factor of further political and 

economic destabilization in these countries.
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 the EU can make the process of market integration less painful for the DCFTA-

countries by designing instruments that put special emphasis on increasing public  private capacities 

to support development and coordinate economic integration. 

the EU should enrich its toolbox 

by genuinely new instruments, such as - for example - direct payments to the population via a system 

including NGOs and other non-state actors, in areas such as energy and agriculture.

Next to mitigating the economic costs of adjustment to the EU 

single market rules for vulnerable parts of the population, the instrument of direct payments will have a 

huge symbolic effect. Direct payments will reach the broader population and will be more cost-effective 

as they will not require local state bureaucracies as an intermediator.



of and prospects for enlargement and beyond” 


